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Transitioning from intravenous (IV) pertuzumab and trastuzumab to 
 Phesgo®▼ (pertuzumab/trastuzumab)  

Why am I receiving this information?  

You have been receiving treatment with intravenous (IV) pertuzumab and trastuzumab for your HER2-positive breast 
cancer. An alternative way of administering is available to you where both of these medicines are combined into one 
injection, which is called Phesgo. 

When you are given Phesgo, you may also be prescribed chemotherapy. Transitioning to Phesgo will not change 
your chemotherapy treatment, if you have it. 

If you have any further questions after reading this leaflet and the accompanying Phesgo patient information booklet, 
please speak to your doctor or the nurses in the Breast Cancer department. Please also read the patient information 
leaflet that comes with your medicine.  

What is the main difference between Phesgo and IV pertuzumab and trastuzumab?  

By receiving Phesgo, you are having the same medicines as pertuzumab and trastuzumab every 3 weeks, but the 
main differences are: 

 Phesgo is given as one injection under the skin, in the thigh, instead of your current treatment that is as two 
separate IV infusions.  

 Treatment time is reduced. Phesgo injection will take 5-8 minutes followed by 15-30 minutes, where your 
doctor or nurse will check for any side effects. 

Does Phesgo work in the same way as IV pertuzumab and trastuzumab? 

In a clinical study, there were no major differences seen between Phesgo and IV pertuzumab and trastuzumab in the 
amount of medicine in the bloodstream, or how the medicine worked on the cancer.  

Will I experience different side effects? 

As Phesgo is given under the skin, you may experience injection site reactions. These reactions are usually mild and 
are commonly reported as pain at the injection site, reddened skin (erythema), or bruising at the injection site. 
Otherwise, Phesgo has similar side effects as IV pertuzumab and trastuzumab. 

Reporting of side effects 
 

▼ This medicine is subject to additional monitoring. This will allow quick identification of new safety information. You can help by 

reporting any side effects you may get. 
If you get any side effects, talk to your doctor, pharmacist or nurse. This includes any possible side effects not listed in the package 
leaflet. You can also report side effects directly via the Yellow Card Scheme www.mhra.gov.uk/yellowcard or search for MHRA 
Yellow Card in the Google Play or Apple App Store. 
You should also report side effects to Roche Products Ltd by emailing the Roche Drug Safety Centre at welwyn.uk_dsc@roche.com 
or calling +44 (0) 1707 367554. By reporting side effects, you can help provide more information on the safety of this medicine. 
 
Pregnancy and Breastfeeding 
 
Pregnancy should be avoided during your treatment with Phesgo as it may cause harm to the unborn baby. 
Before starting treatment, you must tell your nurse or doctor if you are pregnant or breastfeeding, or if you think you may 
be pregnant or are planning to have a baby. They will tell you about the risks of taking Phesgo while you are pregnant. 

● Tell your nurse or doctor straight away if you get pregnant during treatment with Phesgo or during the 7 months after 
stopping treatment 

● Additional information will be requested during a Phesgo-exposed pregnancy and the first year of the infant’s life. This will 
enable Roche to better understand the safety of Phesgo and to provide appropriate information to health authorities, 
healthcare providers, and patients 

● Ask your nurse or doctor whether you can breastfeed during or after treatment with Phesgo 
● You or your partner should use effective contraception during treatment with Phesgo and for at least 7 months after 

stopping treatment 
● Men with breast cancer or their female partner should also use effective contraception 

 
This information has been developed by Roche Products Ltd. It is for people who have been prescribed or are currently being 

treated with Phesgo for breast cancer, or their carers. 
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